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PAYMENTS
BY K G B
ONLY
PINMONEY

PPRIME - betrayed' * his
country’s.secrets to-the

Russians for virtual ,pin- -

money in- world esplonaoe
Jterms. - - ;

In 14 yedrs as a traltor he
was only paitl a total of Just
-over. £8,000.

* British . Inte]hgence -sources
point out. that Prime’s miserly
rewards back up his story that
he got sucked into the top
stream of espionage acnvmes
for ideological reasons.

His biggest payment, £4,000,
would appear 'to have' been
made ‘on his last visit behind
the lron Curtain, to Potsdam,
almost” exactly a ."year ago,
‘when he was closely quosnoned
?bout top. secret A]hed activi-
ies.: .

£400 sweetenérs

His other payments, if his
-account is to be brheved were
rarely more. than £600 or £700.
His first sweetener” in 1968
was -a mere £400.

He was usually paid on hls
trips to the Eastern Bloc, but
according' to him, he also col-
lected cash at secret
places, - once ‘near 'a Jlaké in
Isher, and another time at a
pick up -point near Banstead
Station, Surrcy.

TRIPS ABROAD
FOR MASTERS

- I) RIME, - codenamed

Rowlands by the
Russians, was “first re-
cruited by the KGB in
1968, while he served in
the R A F in Berlin.

Hé made regular trips behind
the Iren Curtam for debricfing
sessions, his. last journey being
to East Germany only a year
ago.

1n..l&2e,~~just ﬂlftEI he "had
been briefed by his employers
to “Feckive fresh’ high security
classification,  'he 'artended a
series of meetings in Vienna
when he passed nvar nhato.

hiding,

. Prime and Mr

Quiet ‘loner’ who

enjoyed

foothall
and his fan

ily

By ALAN COPPS

THE public face of Geoffrey Prime’ was
that of a quiet family man. He doted

on his three stepsons,
aged 10, 14 and 15.

Hé enjoyed football
matches and was something
of an ace at crosswords.

His fascination with the
Russian language and culture
was. obvious, but he rarely
talked about politics and
never discussed his work at
GCHQ.

His taxi-driver
called him a loner.

His home was a neat, modern
detached house in a qumt lane
behind one of Cheltenham’s
gracious crescents.

The front door of Laburnum
Cottage in Pittville Crescent
Lane, is the kind of modest
facade Dbehind which many
secrets are stored in the Cots-
wold Spa. where at least one
in 10 of the working population
is employed at GCH Q.

In the years he lived there
Prime made few close friends,
but one man who got to know
him  better than mypst was
f%llowd‘river Mr Glynn Priday,
04,

colléag‘ues

Computer tape

After Prime left GCHQ in
1977 he first ‘worked for a

* company called Cheltax, a firm

which still has ‘a contract to
transport computer tape from
the ngeltenham bases to various
destinations.

When two years later a
dozen Cheltax drivers ‘decided
to set up their own company
Priday were
among the leaders,

“We used him as a secretary,
because we could pick his
brains to write letters, He was
very good with words,” said
Mr Priday. ‘“ There is no way

- he was a communist, He liked

making money too much.”

Prime put in a lot of work
to _help set up the co-operative
called A 2 B taxis, but
not socialise with the other
members.

_ Chat and coffee

“The rest of the blokes
would get out of their cars and
come into the office for a chat
and - some coffee. But not

Monffeny hic rar uac

because

he did-

appearéd as an exhibit at the

0Old Bailey.
At other times he would ask

for evenings off so he could |

drive to . London for Russian
films or other cultural events!

“He sad he’'d left GCHQ
of the  pressure of
work. He got fed up with
going to the same place day
after day. He said he liked the
frv(‘(lom of being a taxi
driver.”

Geoffrey Prime left A 2 B taxis
after a dispute over plans to
turn it into a limited company.
Tn November 1981
work for a German wine com-
pany based in Bristol.

The shock of Prime’s arrest

was as great for his Pamily as
for his former colleagues,

Prime was born on Feb. 21,
1938. His father, Mr George
Prime was described as a cop-
per wire drawer of Humble
Bec Bank, Alton, near Stoke on
Trent.

He ‘has two brothers, My
Vincent Prime, the younger, a
council roadsweeper, who still
lives near Stoke, has not scen
Geoffrey for about 20 years.
Mr George Prime, the second
brother, is a joiner at Blythe

Bridge, near Stoke. His sister
lives iy Uttoxeter, Staffs.

Geoffrecy Prime went to the
village church school until he

was 14 and then to St Joseph's:
Secondary |’
Stoke.

Catholic
in Trent Vale,

Roman
School

Language course

At 18 he entered national
service with the RA T and was
persuaded “to make it his
career. After serving in Kenya
he was selected for a Russian
fanguage course at RAF
Leuchars in Fife, where he also
studied German.

He qualified from that course
in May, 1964, and the follow-
ing month was posted to classi-
fied work at RAF Gatow in
West Berlin, In 1966 he was
promoted to corporal and in
1968 to sergeant.

It was while he was in Berlin_
shortly before he left the RA F*
that he made his contact w1th
the Russians.

In 1969 he was married fm
the first time to Miss Helena

The Diily Telegraph,” Thursda

¢

a distinct im

o Made in Great Bmam frox

he went tof

Organ in London when he was
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THE full scale of the damage Geoffr:éy'

. Prime’s treachery
intelligence will never
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ery may

has done to Western
be fully known.

But the “incalculable harm ” of which the Lord
.. Chiéf Justice spoke yesterday has possibly come closer
*to driving a rift between the United States and British

"intelligence services than -

any .other known seturity
leak. . .
For an enormous and vital
proportion of all Western in-
telligence passes / through
GCHQ, which werks in
close co-operation with the
 American National Security
Agency. o
Mr  Caspar  Weinberger,
American Secretary of Defence

.+ -said the Cheitenham brzach of

Security wa$ “serious put not
catastrophic.” :

- Privately at least on: senior
British official has said that the
Prime casc is nothing short of
a * disaster " for the inklligence
services.

The Americans are :aid to be
angry that Britain ha not yet
provided a full assesment of
the harm caused by Prime, al-
though there have Teen assur-
ances on this side of fie Atlantic
that Cheltenham is tow thought
clear of moles.

" Advanced traslator

Prime worked hs way up to
the most senio rank  of
Advanced Linguit Specialist.
and became a ‘ecfion head.
His job was to tanscribe and
translate Soviet ¢mununications
intercepted by bch British and
Amevrican satellits and ground
stations around te world. .

Much of th information
arrives in codeand has to be
put through Chitenham’s huge
and hightly-sophsticated de-cod-
ing computers sefore reaching
the hands of tanslators.

In his positin, Prime would
have been abl to report to the
Soviets not ofy which of their
communicatios  were  being
mounitored, bt his information
would aiso recal which of their
codes had ken broken.

- In respone, the Soviets could
have done wo things:

SwirT therequency or method
of transmision to avoid inter-
ception, or

Transm! misleading informa-
tion, thusgiving Western agen-
cies a faje basi
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nlan furter acti

" might make the Americans more

“that had bee

" valuable' work&ng
“Bu
.~ the years.

" that

© ,could become a hot ‘palitical
“Issue in the United States with .

" NSA shonld mnot
- most . sensitive - secrets ! with

By ALAN COPPS. |

TiMES ‘as saying: “You can
never tell for sure what led
the Russians to change encryp-
tion systems or switch to differ-
ent channels. It's what you don't
know in a case like this that
scares you most.”

That view was echoed by one
British expert who had been
involved in security at Chelten-
ham. - “ Prime would know the
targets and the means of listen-
ing, possibly even the base from
where communications were
being monitored. That informa-
tion is invaluable . to the
Soviets.”

Crucial negotiations

When Prime’s potential know-
ledge is set against the back-
ground of Western-Soviet rela-
tions during his time at GCHQ,
the reasons for alarm are clear.

His career began at a time
of extreme tension following
the Soviet invasion of Czecho-
slovakia in 1968, and lasted
throughout the years of detente
which included a series of
crucial arms negotiations.

In, drawing up negotiating
positions at such conferences,
the  kind of intelligence
gathered at Cheltenham would
play a vital part—as it would
in _many other major foreign
policy decisions on both sides
of the Atlantic. -

The talks which took place
during Prime’s employment in-
cluded the Strategic Arms

' Limitation Treaties, the . Hel-

sinki conference on European
Security and Cooperation with
all its implications for human
rights and economic collabora-
tion, and the Mutual and

‘Balanced Force Reduction talks

aimed at reducing the level of
conventional weapons  in
Europe.

A report in the WaSHINGTON
PosT last month said Prime was
thought to have passed on to
the Soviets the locations of all
British and US nuclear war-

-mittee was briefed on the case “

‘'with the ocase, mainly because

oo

circumspelct i their - personal
dealings ‘ith' British agerits.
Af° American . intelligence
expert said the episode. had not
destroyed . the -trist , and ’ the
telationship
: 'i;lt’ ‘.u‘p(' over
_ However, there .is! concern
publicity’ over “the " issue
and rumouts 6f a split between
the ' two' ' espionage - sérvices

some congressmen

using’ it to
urge that the C1}

A 'and the
share ! thejr -
.Britain, o oL sk
Such pressure ‘waiild cause -
some bitter feelings, but in the
long run is unlikely. to succeed.
or one thing, - Cheltenham’s.,
specialised- computers: -: hava
the capacity to- decode ‘some
information” beyond the ‘range
of their American equivalents, |
. In addition, GCHOQ has |
access to, intercepts from’ some |
t]xstex}m:g posts ]\iwhich the. U.S,,
espite its satellite technology, |
would find difficuit to replace. ']
The Senate Intelligepce Com: '

IC N R

soon after Prime’s arrest and |}
Is still trying to deterinine how §
serious the damage js, ', - 4

But becausé of the Jaws which i
forbid publication of evidence: j
In this country, the' American i
public has until now heen told ;
far more about the implications !
of the case. -

In July, following Prime’s
arrest, ‘Mrs Thatcher made a
brief statement in the Commons
which gave only the barest de-
tails. She did say, however, that.
any security issues arising as a j
result would be referred to the
Security Commission, Cg

Panel reconst!tuted

She also said it was impossible ¢
to say with absolute certainty
whether any other people were §
likely’ to be charged. Further
evidence would be considered £
by the Director of Public Proses b
cutions in the normal way. - §

Several M Ps on both sides §
of the House put down
questions about security when &
the case first broke. But for &
one reason or another none wa
answered. .

One comparatively © minor
change in the secunity proce:
dure has however been linked

of its timing last month just
as the most alarming reports
were coming out in Amernca. |
Lhe three members of “the
Civil Service. security. appeals
panel —Sir  Richard Powell,
73, Sir Clifford Jarvett, 73, and
Sir Richard Hayward, 72—

were asked to resign. -

Mr Justice Lloyd, 53, a High
Court judge, was appointed ' as:
chairman and will serve with
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g The sileng mole
who changed the

- face of treasen

THE fact that the treachery of Geot’frey
Prime is regarded op both sides of the

Atlantic with such seriousness, illustrates the

dramatic way espionage has changed in the
electronic age. ——

Prime had access to .ths
vast files of Comint (Copy.
Mmunicationg Intelligence)

which flow into Cheltenhai
daily.

Comint replaced Humin;
(Human “Intelligence)
8athered by agents on the
ground, as.the staple fodder
of the security services.
€ was a quiet mole, listening
0 tapes ‘and leafing through
transcripts day after ‘day in g b
eafy Georgian town. 2
His patient (ife was a sharp p
contrast “to the action-man

4 ; > Sir Brian Tovey,
intellectua] subversion of career . .
dinlomats Jike Philby, Maclean, about GCHOQ in 1973 Mr

urgess and Blunt, Campbell was tried under the
The scale of evesdropping js Official - Secrets Act  and
enormous: *It inclyges Moniter. a0quitted jn 3 controversiz]
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EOFFREY PRIME’S

- incredible secret life
was allowed to continue
. for 14 years because he
twice survived. positive

vetting — the procedure

designed to protect
against infiltration.

When she ' makes her Com-
mons statement on the .case
today. Mrs Thatcher is certain
to face the fiercest demands yet
for a thorough review of the
system.

Only. earlier thjs -year . the

latest security review reported
‘that  positive  vetting had
worked well over the past’ 30
# years ‘and recommended 'z
reduction in the number of
senior posts subject to the pro-
cedure._
"' Yet in his confession, Prime
admitted that he first felt the
psychological problems which
led him to become a Soviet
agent when he was serving with
the RAF in Berlin.

Neither that feeling nor the
fact that a sexual -attack by a
male relative during his un-
happy childhood had left him
with feelings of sexual inade-
quacy prevented him from pass-
ing the positive .vetting proce-
aigég when he joined GCHG in

Mr George Carman revealed
at the Old Bailey that in 1972
while engaged on sensitive work
in London, Prime suffered from
S severe depressxon and was re-

ferred by his doctor for treat-
e ;nez:t by a consultant psychia-
ris

),
; Sudden decision

Yet again in 1974 he passed
positive vetting.

M Ps will also want to know
why no investigation was
prompted by  his sudden
decision t0 quit GCHQ in
1977, just a year after being
l1:1'omoted to the rank of scction

ead, in which he dealt with
matters of the utmost secrecy.

A nracess nf decindanbrinatinnm

“Hmv he shpp@d ihmugh me nei

Ministers are already con-
sidering whether the vetting
system should be changed. This
follows a report from Lord
Bridge, chairman - of the
Security Commission, who in-
quired into the case of Com-
mander Michael Trestrail, the
Queen’s Police Officer who
resigned in July after admit-
ting a relationship with a male
prostitute.

That report, together with
any recommended improve-
ments, may be published later
this month. o

The vetting system at Chel-
tenham, as at any other civil
service establishment works on
two basic levels. The * normal
vetting ” applied to those deal-
ing with informatién up tec the
‘ confidential ” level relies prin-
cipally upon the information an
individual gives when first -em-
ployed, backed by checks for
criminal records and so on.

Thorough check

But “positive vetting” applied
to. those such as Prime dealmg
with “secret ™ and “ top secret ™
information is a much more
thorough check. The individual
will have an interview with a
security officer, answer a_ long
questionmaire about political

views and out-of-hours activities,

and have to provide two refer-
ees who will also be interviewed.

In addition, security officers
may approach friends, neigh-
bours and even the subject’s
family. The clearance of those
subject to positive vetting should
be reviewed every five years,
although there is evidence that
because of the number of staff
employed at Cheltenham and a
shortage of sccurity officers it
did not take place so frequently.

One former employee who
served for more than 20 years
could recall only two reviews
during his service.

Ironically, since Prime's
arrest the Civil Service Com-
mission has advertised in this
newspaper for security officers

i Yoy £L

at least 40 have served in the

police at the rank of detective
inspector or above or have al
ready been investigating officers
in the Civil Service.

One former, security officer
at Cheltenham pointed out that
however carefully this positive
vetting procedure was followed,
if an individual had a bizarre
sexual taste, had never been
caught in an illegal act and did
not talk about his perversion to
others, then there was no way
ke would show up as a risk.

Some_ intelligence’
argue that the introduction of
psychological tests might. be
more -reliable in showing up
such potential risks.

But this would increase still
further the time needed before
a possible recruit was given
clearance to work in a sensitive
post.

As it is the current vetting.

procedure may take months
and security officials. admit that
many potentially, worthy re-
cruits are lost because. they
become impatient and turn to
other sources of employment.

The vettting and review sys-
tem is reinforced by isternal
spying carried out by depart-
ment heads who are briefed to
check on employees who appear
to have too much money, or
appear to be short of cash
through gambling or any other
activity or who “show an ex-
cessive interest in members- of
the opposite sex.”

This system was introduced
in the 1870s to prevent “moles”
developing.

But employees admit that be-
cause sections are small and
loyalties between staff and
department heads are strong
such reports are rarely made.
Instead, the heads are likely to
make superficia] checks and
file routine reports to keep the
security men. happy.

An added complication is the
tension which frequently mani-
fests itself between the civilian

Approved For Release 2007/12/14 : CIA-RDP96B01172R000300030010-5 irtments

& W

experts -

BSOS M0 o et




Approved For Release 2007/12/14 : CIA-RDP96B01172R000300030010-5

The Government secrets base
at the centre of the Geoffrey
Prime spying scandal has
broken its silence for the first
time over the deaths of two
workers there.

Sir Brian Tovey, the director
of thé Government Communi-
cations Headquarters (GCHQ),
Cheltenham, where Mr Prime
spied for the Russians has told
the 7,000 staff that there was no
connexion between his activi-
ties and the deaths of Mr Jack
Wolfenden,
phone expert, in July, and of Mr
Erncst Brockway, aged 42, a
radio operator, last month.

In an internal memorandum
Sir Brian said: “Their deaths
have been the subject of
considerable interest and specu-
lation by the media largely
because of the convinction last
month  of Geoffrey Arthur
Prime under the Official Secrets
Act.”

Sir Brian said that the
implications behind the specu-
lation has been that their deaths
were connected with the Prime
affair.

*“T want al! staff 1o be aware of
the Prime Minister’s statement
on the matter on December | -
that there was no reason fo
suspect they were anything
other than loyal - trustworthy

( FRIDAY DECEMBER 10 1982

¥rom Our Correspondent, Cheltenham

aged 56, a ftele- .

citizens and that uneither bhad
any reason to think thcy were
under suspicion”.

Sir Brian added: “GCHQ
deplored the distress and
suffering caused to the famities
of both men by various
statements no doubt made in
good faith,”

The secrets base spokesman,
Mr Donald Chidgey said that it
was unusual to make any
comment about GCHQ affzirs
but the decision had been taken
because of the unusual nature of
recent events.

Mr Wolfenden died when he
crashed a powered glider into a
Cotswold hillside in July ~ 12
days after Mr Prime was
charged. An inquest in Chelten-
ham in September decided the
death was accidental.

Mr Brockway was found
hanged in his home in Fleckers
Drive, Cheltenham last month.
This renewed speculation about
a connexion with Mr Prime but
at an inquest last week at which
a suicide verdict was recorded,
Mr Brockway's solicitor, Mr
David Leahy issued a statcrent
saying that there was nonce.

An investigation by security
services is stil} going on at the
base, the hub of Britain's caves-
dropping ‘operation.

Polish leader muzzles
communist hardliners

From Roger Boyes, Warsaw

The Polish authorities, acting
swiftly before the expected
suspension  this  month of
martial law, have decided to
close down the main outlet for
hardline communist sentiment
in  the country and have
launched a major reshuffle in
the top echelons of television
and radio.

The moves are aimed at
avoiding outbursts from party
dogmatists in  the sensitive

months that will follow the

suspension.  They are  also
destgned to make the propa-
ganda machine produce a more
credible message of cooperation
for Poles.

Mr Ignacy Kacicki, the press
spol\usman of the hardline

“reality” clubs. told The Times
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highly critical of General
Jaruzelski's leadership.

Sources in the television and
radio headquarters said Mr
Wiadyslaw Loranc, the presi-
dent,” had submitted his
resignation. The new line
advocated by Mr Jan Glowczyk.
the propaganda chief close to
General  Jaruzelski, is that
television should not pretend
that poblems do not exist - and
then advccate socialist solu-
tions in a nore forceful way.

Meanwhile Archbishop Jozef
Giemp, the Polish Primate, is
finding that his line of cautious
conciliation with the Govern-
ment is antagonizing many rank
and file priests. A meeting with
some 200 pncsts thls W"C’k
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The driver of a London-to-Glas-
gow express train was killed and
his co-driver and one passenger
were injured shorily after 2 am
yesterday. A steel rail that bad
fallen from an earlier engineer-
ing train caused the express to
be derailed outside Linslade
tunnel, just worth of Leighton
Bunard Bedfordshire.

About 120 passengers, incluod-
ing a party of 24 schoolchildren
aged between 15 and 18, who
were returning from an edu-
cational trip to Boulogne to the
Guilsborough County School in
Northamptonshire, escaped
unharmed.

ar i-ﬁﬂt

@I’W@K” dﬁ@% in ni ight
sleeper crash

By Judy Foreman .
The express,: tm velling ot

75mph, was tilted by ¢he
derailment and, althongh the
brakes were apphed imepedi-
mely, it hit the bridge continu-
ing along the track for several
hundred yards. Eleven of the
train’s 12 coaches were derailed.

Professor Sir John Walion,
aged 60, an eminent neyrologist
and former president of the
British Medical Associstion
crawled through the back of the
driver’s cab immediately after
the crash, and found Mr
Plummer dead. Sir John then
checked and caimed the passen-
gers before leaving the scene,
asking that his identity sheuld
not be revealed.

From their home in Gosforth,
near Newcasile, his wife, Lady
Walton, ssid yesterday, *“He
was on- his way to Glaspow o
give a lecture at the hospital. He
told me it was absolutely
sarprising there weie zo few
casualties  comnsidering  the
damagc. :
Whtam
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